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SESSION 1:
My Worldview Matters

Study Notes:

[Remember there is a “summary” page for each of the three video segments]
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"W‘.Utm My Worldview MATTER
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Summary

A waorldview is simply the way we thisk the world works, and how we Bt into Jt, Fveryone has 2 woridviey,
though mast people are not aware of it Understanding these worldvisws is vitally important, because they
shage our thaughts, attitudes, and actipns,

* Everyone has a worldview.

* Your worldview is the way you think the world works, and how

vou fit into it.

* Worldviews answer four questions:

- Where did I come from?

~ Why is the world such a mess?

— Is there 2 solution?

— What is my purpose?

STUDY GUIDE PAGE 4



My Worldview MATTERS

Summary

Our worldviews will inevitably be shaped either by the media or by the Bible. Unfortunately, Christians
have all too often neylected the command to love §od with pur minds, not just our hearts. This often
s a result of having emphasized feeling over thinking. We need to learn to think biblically and to have
the integrity to live out what the Bible teaches, since the Bible alone provides a true, livable worldview,

° We are to love God, not just with our hearts and souls, but also with

LILEL LIILRRULDS,

* The biblical worldview integrates all parts of life under God and

4U0WS US 10 live With integrity.

* Worldviews contradict each other and can't all be true; onlv the

biblical worldview gives us a complete and true picture of the world

ag it reallyr ic
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W”_]EM.E My Worldview MATTE

A RATIIE YOUR WURLOUE

Summary

-

Worldviews have conseguences, and false Worldviews ¢can be disastrous, The Bible speaks to alf of life,
ant s teachings compete with false woridviens for our allegisnce. Since anly the biblical worldviey
aceurately descrides reality, we need 1o implement it to avoid disaster, Moreover, 1o do that, we nesd t
b8 good stewards of pur mings, learning 1o think biblically and to agply bithical truth 1o &l areas ol life,

* Ideas have consequences: “For gs la man] thinks in bis heart, so is

be.” (Proverbs 23.7 NKW)

* The two great themes of the Bibie are salvation and stewardship,

which includes stewardship of the mind.

* “There is not a square inch in the whole domain of human existence

over which Christ, who is sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!™”
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My Worldview MAT]

Living on Purpose oo e v (10 Minu
Discipleship

Developing a biblical worldview means learning to see all of life through
God’s eyes. Using your current understanding of Scripture and worldview,
take some time as a group to list the different areas of your life (work,
family, recreation, etc.) and share some ideas together about how we sho

be thinking abour these areas of life from a biblical perspective,

Work:

Family;

Recreation:

Others:
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My Worldview MATTERS.
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Prayer Direction ....cooooovvveen. RPN SR e (10 Minutes)

As you close the meeting:

* Thank God for giving us the Bible as a guidebook to tell us the way

the world really works and how we should live in it.

* Ask God to help you see the world the way he sees it, to show you
where you need to change, and to give vou the wisdom and courage

to do so.

Putting It into Practice

Rick and Chuck told us that Christianity is a worldview, one that should
shape the way we think about the world, make decisions, and take action.
At the same time, false worldviews are influencing the way we look at the
world and the way we live. During this week, pay attention to the variety
of messages you are getting about worldviews and the four worldview-
questions. Using your knowledge of the Bible, think of how you should

respond. Come prepared to share vour thoughts at our next meeting,
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SESSION 2:
How Do We Know What’s True?

Study Notes:

[Remember there is a “summary” page for each of the three video segments]
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W“,”_:Am | How Do We Know What's TRUE?

IRAILIRE YUUR WORLIWICH

Summary

Qur soeiely has embraced an ivea of “toferance.” Tolerance vemands that we affirm that aff views are
aqually v2iid. We have adopted a refativistic view that denjes there is any fixed truth, snd that whatever
works for you is irvg for you, Ultimately, nat everything san be true: if ne thing is trus, it excluges
others as faise. The Bible teaches that Jesys is the anfy Truth, and the biblical worltview is true and aif
athers are fase.

* American society has replaced the idea of absolute truth with

relativism—the denial that there is such a thing as truth.

* Society pressures us 1o be “non-judgmental” and “tolerant” (that is,

not to say anything that might offend someone),

* Biblical Christianity proclaims Jesus as the Truth, and thus we nust

believe in truth,
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How Do We Know What's TRUE?

i
I
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Summary

There are four ways to know truth. Theee of the ways were discussed in this videa segment. The fourth
way is revesled in the pext segment,

First, the trath is in our hearis: our consciences {eff us, for example, that some things sre right ang
pthers are wrong (Romans 2). Second, the Bible teaches truth Third, the created world revesis ru,
even ahout God (Romans 1),

* The first three ways of knowing truth are:
— Revealed Truth in the Bible
- Nature {Romans 1)

- Conscience (Romans 2)

* When talking with non-Christians, don't start with the Bible.

* There is ample evidence thal the Bible is true.
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SHMmary

The fourth way to know truth is by eomparing iveas with the way the world actually works. Troth fs that
whith conforms 1o reality, and only the bibkicat worliview can pass this test. We can use these four
questions as & tool for testing the validity of competing worfdviews:

1. Where did | come from?

2. Why is the world such @ mess?
3. s there & solution?

4. What is my purpose?

When a werldview provides answers to questions incoreeetly, bad conseguences foliow.

* The fourth way of knowing truth is 1o compare worldviews o

reality and sce how well they work.

* Only the biblical worldview answers the questions correctly;

every other worldview breaks down.

* Comparing worldviews is a great starting point for talking to

non-Christians.
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WIUEME | ow Do We Know What's TR

TREVING YOUR YuRLovrer

Living on Purpase ................ e, e . (10 Minot
Evangelism

We live in a society that questions whether absolute truth exists, or if it do.
whether it is knowable. However, in our key verse, John 8:32, Jesus promis

us that we will know the truth and that this will set us free.

* What are some of the ways that people around you are enslaved by |

knowing the truth?

* In what ways can you share the truth to bring the freedom of Christ t
people in these situations? Wil you do it? Come prepared to share an

experiences you have had at the next meeting.
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How Do We Know What's TRUE'

Prayer Direction ....... e (10 MIEES)

As you close the meeting:

* Thank God that he has made it possible for us to know the truth
about the world around us, our neighbors, and ourselves. Thank
him especially for the opportunity to know the truth in Jesus, who

is himself, the truth,

* Ask God to help you grow in your knowledge of the truth, and ask

for the wisdom and courage to share the truth with others.

Putting 1t into Practice

Pay attention this week to the truth claims you encounter in your daily life,
from supermarket tabloids touting a “scientific discovery” (claiming that if
scientists say it, it must be true), to people saying “that’s true for you"

(claiming truth is relative and personal).

* What attitudes toward truth are demonstrated in these truth claims?

* How would you apply the four worldview questions to test the validity

of these truth claims? Come prepared to share these next week,
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SESSION 3:
Where Did We Come From?

Study Notes:

[Remember there is a “summary” page for each of the three video segments]
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Wﬂ!lﬁﬂm Where Did We COME FROM

FRAGINE YOUR WORIIRIER

Summary

ot lgves us and he made s for 3 purpase. Althaugh we cannot contemplate life without 2 porpose,
naturalism cannot sugply vs with e, According to the naturalism woridview, we are g rasulf of random
mutations and are effectively “compiex siime.” Despite this, naturalism, buayed by Barwinism, is the
dominant worldview ip secular soziety lotay. Barwinism arose in an era that was maving away from
biblieal ruth and replacing Christianity with enlightenment thought

* God made us in his image, which gives each of us innate dignity

and provides the essential foundation for ethics.

* The naturalist, who believes in Darwinian evolution, denies our

creation and thus has no basis for human waorth.

* Nawralists (evolutionists) know that they do have innate value even

if they can't find a reason for it in their worldview,
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Where Did We COME FRO

Summary

Barwinism is so popular becanse it euls out the fogndations for morality and allows us to live how we

want tg five. It leads to Social Darwinism, Fugenics, and otber movemants that deny the value af human
fife. But Barwinism has significant credibility weaknesses:

* lack of infermediate lossils

« Lambrian Explosion

* o one has suscessfully created a new speciss
* Presence of hoth aliruism and homosexuaiity

Each of these illustrates the weaknesses of Darwinism.

Intelligent Besign is a scienific alternative based oa the idea that living organisms are irreducibly

complex and thus could nol have gvalved prasuatly over time, Intelligent Besign’s conciusions fall in line
with the biblizal worldview,

* There is a substantial and growing body of scientific evidence

against Darwinism and for Intelligent Design.

* Darwinism is not just science, but a worldview,

* We should answer science with science, not with theory and not

with Scriprure, but we must also challenge the Darwinian worldview.
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WIUEME Where Did We GOME FROM?

7 TR YOO WORLDY

Summary

Evnlytion feaves humanity without purpose. Lamus states, “In the fage of the meaninglessness of the
Riverse, the oniy serfgus philasaphical guestion is suicide” Further, it requires far more faith fp be ap
alheist, since the evidence for # erastor i orerwhelming. In contrast, biblical worliviow 1elis us that we
need 1o find sur purpese and fulfily it giving our flives value and meaning. The biblicsl worldview also
Prolects and promotes ife in # way naturalism dnes not,

* The logical result of naturalism is nihilism-—the idea that life is

purposeless and nothing matters.

* The image of God gives all human life sanctity, value, meaning,

and purpose.

* The biblical view of humanity and human worth is under attack

today on all fronts, and we must be prepared to defend ir.
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W[UEME Where Did We COME FRO

IR VOUR VR

Living o0 PUFBOSE oo ST s (18 Minute
Worship

The wonder and beauty of nature have moved people to worship througho

the centuries.

* Identify times when vou were moved by creation to worshi the
3 ¥ p

Creator. Share them with the group.

* Read Psalms 8, 19, and 139 and discuss what each reveals about God

a8 our creator.
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Where Did We COME FROM?

Prayer Direction ... TP o (10 Minutes)

* In light of the Psalms you just read, spend time in worship, praising
and thanking God for creation in general and his creation of
humanity (and you!} in particular. Thank him for your senses and the
ability to enjoy and appreciate the world, and for your mind that
helps you understand it, Thank him for the meaning and purpose

that our lives have because we were created in his image.

Futting it into Practics

* Watch the media for reports on origins. What worldview do you see

underlying the reporting?

* If possible, ask teachers in your area what they are teaching about
origins, both of the physical universe and of humans. Then, ask
students what they know about our origins. Are the answers the same?

If they are different, why do you think that is the case?
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O TREISING YOUR S0RLDVY

* Ask people you know what they think of Intelligent Design. If they

think of it as religion or Creationism, share with them why Intelligent

|
i
{
|

Design is actually a scientific theory,
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SESSION 4:
It’s a Messed Up World

Study Notes:

[Remember there is a “summary” page for each of the three video segments]
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WU.’E”.E B It's a Messed Up WORLD

- FRAGIRE YOUR PRUILBVILY

summary

Evil is & part of the human condition, and we aif contribute 1o it, Qur culture has rejected the ides of sin,
placing the blame for the wrong i the world everywhere except on purselves. Although cutture snd pyr
savironment may influence us, they do not determine our behavior. Once we accept responsibility for aur
actions, sin becomes olgar. Fven though Bodf oreated us good, original sin has bent gur natures so that
we desire the wrong things and act on those desires.

* The problem with the world begins with us.

* Our society encourages us to try to deny our responsibility for evil.

* Until we accept sin and our personal responsibility for it, we will

never be able to understand life,

STUDY GUIDE PAGE 23
54




It's a Messed Up WORLD

Summary

The bibliesl worldview teaches hat sin entered the world becavse of our fiee will, Bad made us in bis
Image, to love him and 1o have a relationship with him, However, love must be freely given if it is 16 be
raal, and so God gave us the ability to rejeet bim, Man chose the pon-gosd rather than fhe goed, and as
& result our {ives have been broken on alf levels, Every sin galls intg doubt Gad's knowledge of what is
best; but, because Bod does know what is best, sin alsa hurts vs and the world we live in,

* God gave us free will so we could love him. Love that isn't freely

given isn't love.

* We often use our free will to reject the good which God offers us.

* All sin is based on lies, questioning whether God really loves us or

knows what's best for us.
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Jl'-“lEME It's a Messed Up WORLD

[RASING YOER WOREIVILY

Summary

Ko ather worldview of sin fits reality. Only the power of Christ can thange us and put us on the road to
fiving 4 gaod Iife. Therelore, those without Christ cannof consistently do good. We are cailed to recognize
and identily sin without being judgmental We need to fake responsibility for our own faifings and accept
penpla without approving of fhefr wrong choiess.

* No other worldview has an adequate explanation for the evil in

the world.

* Without God, people can do good things but they cannot be good.

* Recognizing sin isn’t being judgmental: we can accept people

without approving what they do.

* God redeems sin and suffering.
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l’“_”_m.f I's @ Messed Up WORLD

TRAFIRE YOUR WURLDMTLYY

Living on PUTROSE oot (10 MinuteS)
Worship and Evangelism

When we look at the world around us, it is €asy to sce sin promoted in our
society and the broken lives it has caused. Yet as the verses quoted at the
beginning of this session remind us, sin is not limited to those “out there,” but
it affects each one of us. It may seem strange to discuss worship in the context

of sin, yet confession has been part of worship since the Old Testament.

* Read Nehemiah 1:5-11 and Daniel 9:4-19, Neither Nehemiah nor
Daniel was part of the generation that sinned, vet they still confessed
personally the sins of their people. What can we learn from them in

our prayers for our church, community, and country?

* 1 John 1:9 reminds us that personal confession of sin to God leads 1o

forgivencss. Is this something you practice? How often?

* Ask God 1o help vou have his heart for the lost around yOu, recognizing
and mourning for sin and its effects, and building in you a zeal to share

the Gospel with people who need to experience God’s grace and healing.
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It's a Messed Up WORLD

Prayer BITBCHON .o s (10 Minuies)

* Spend some time in prayers of confession of personal and corporate

sins. Thank God for the promise of forgiveness.

* Pray for people who you know are suffering. Ask God to use you to

bring them hope and relief.

Putting It into Practice

One thing we hope to learn by studying differing worldviews is how they
can shape peoplc’s actions and attitudes. As you go through the week, vou
will undoubtedly run into examples of sin and its effects in the world around
you, Take some time to think about the stated or implied worldview behind

the choices that produce the sin:

* What docs the worldview say about the value of people?

* How does the worldview fit with reality? Come prepared to share

vour insights with the group at our next meeting,
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SESSION 5:
What’s the Solution?

Study Notes:

[Remember there is a “summary” page for each of the three video segments]
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1D1- ANGLE What's the SOLUTION?

" PR NOUR WORLOVIE

Summary

The world s lesking for salvation in & the wrong places. Some fook for it in political power and the low,
Others belicve education will sofve all homan problems. For others, the solufion is found in economics
and material prosperity. Still sthers beligve that psychology will provide fiberation. But none of these
supposed salutions a0dress the underlying condition of human sinfuingss.

-

Politics cannot solve the problems the world is facing.

Educartion has not changed things much either.

* Money cannot bring ultimate satisfaction. purpose, or meaning.

* Psychology does not provide the answer.
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What's the SOLUTION?

Summary

The universal prodiem we alf fage is guift. We kaow we have sirned, and that is why we search for
answers, We are not made o carry guilt, We need 1o Surrenter our iives 1o God $p that we may be

changed, We need grace; somelhing no ofher religion ean offer Orly Ehristianity, empowered by Bod’s
grace, has a worldview that results in translormed fives,

* The basic problem people have to address is guilt.

The only solution is found in surrendering our will to God, which

liberates us from all the things holding us down.

* Jesus provided redemption to us through the cross, giving us grace

(an undescrved gift) so that we can be set free.
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({{12]- ANGLE What's the SOLUTION?

PRALINE YOUR WORLDELYY

Summary

Redemption brings reconciliation with Sod and with our neighbor. Reconciliation enabies us to build Christian
community—the church of Josus Christ. As his church, Bod calls us to be agents of recanciliztion to the
world, sharing the gospel through our words and our actions. Dver time, the gospel transforms us as we
Iive put our faith,

* Redemption leads 1o reconciliation not just with God, but in all

our relationships.

*+ Christians obey God out of gratitude for what he's done for us,

not out of obligation.

*+ All our problems didn’t go away when we became a Christian,

but through grace. we can accept God's will.
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11D ANGLE What's the SOLUTION?

(RAILING YOUR WRLOVICY

==

LIVING 00 PUTIOSE tooiii i (10 Minutes)

Fellowship

Because we have been reconciled to God through Christ, God is now our
Father, we are his children, other believers are our brothers and sisters, and

the church is our spiritual family.

» How should this truth shape our attitude toward fellowship?

* Have you ever been in a situation where vou developed friendships
with people solely because you shared a relationship with Jesus?

Briefly describe the situation.
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What's the SOLUTION?

Prayer Direction .....c.cooooovvvrrvnenn, e (10 Minutes)

* Thank God for the gift of salvation.

* Thank God that in Christ we have the answers for all our needs, our
relationships with others, and even answers to the broader issue of

our relationship to the world around us.

* Ask God for wisdom and courage to act as agents of reconciliation
wherever you are. Pray specifically for those people in need of the

gospel whom God has placed in your life.

Putting It into Practice

Over the past few weeks, we have been looking at how worldviews shape the
actions and attitudes of people. This week, initiate at least one conversation
about worldview with someone who is not involved in this study. Seek 1o

understand the implications of their position.
Hints:

1. Listen intently. Think about the worldview implications.

2. Ask them questions about their comments.

3. Listen carefully to their answers, If needed, ask for clarification.,

4. Don’'t become defensive. Share vour thoughts with gentleness and

respect. See 1 Peter 3:15.

5. Come prepared to talk about your experience at the next session.
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SESSION 6:
What Do | Do Now?

Study Notes:

[Remember there is a “summary” page for each of the three video segments]
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WD ANGLE | What Do | Do NOW?

[TRARING VEUR WORL VI _

Summary

Bod has given us two eommissions: the Great Commission, tn make disciples, and the Cultural Commission,
to act as Bod's representativgs in protecting and develsping the world he crested. The Cuftural Commission
s part of the Great Commandment, 1o fove Bod with aill our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Our vocation,
whatever it may be, is a calling from &od to five out our warldview and 10 bring his rule to bear in

our warkpliais,

¢ Christians have two commissions, the Great Commission, to make
disciples, and the Cultural Commission, to protect and develop

God's creation.

* Your vocation is an arca of ministry for you, whatever it is.
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What Do | Do NOW

Summary

?

The biblical worldview says that God’s sovereignty influences every area of life. It provides the foundations
for econamic development and justice. Dur concepts of freedom, the rule of lay, and limited government
came from the Bible. Mast early leaders of modern science were Christians,; and oaly the bitlical worldview
provides a soiid foundation for seignce. The arts oo are founded in Seripture and are 2 reflection of God's
beauty and his wifi for creation,

* Business and economics, law and government, and science have all

developed through Christianity's influence on culture.

* The biblical worldview holds that art should reflect ohjective

standards of beauty rooted in God.

* Christianity has important things to say about how we work in each

area of life.
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W“J]_M e What Do | Do NOW?

FRAIEING VOUR VLR BEY

Summary

As we seek 1o apply the biblical worldview to 2/l of lile, we must not try to impase if on others: instead,
we should progose a hefler Way of life fo them. We must approach our task with humility, humor and
grace, always seeking to persuats, not coesce, We showld honor thase who bppase us, rechgnizing in
them the image of God, as we live put the Jove of Bod in alf our refationships. We change lives first, thep
Luftiire, as we work 10 overcome evif with good,

* We do not want to impose our views on others; instead, we want to

propose something better.

* Keep learning about worldviews.

* Lovingly challenge people about their worldviews, and introduce

them to something better,

* Overcome evil with good.
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{1 ANGLE What Do | Do NOW?

TRAGG YOUR WRRLDVEW

Living on Furpose ........ SOPRUTPIS PR (10 Minutes)

Ministry and Mission

The fourth worldview question, “What is my purpose?” is all about what we
do with the answers to the first three questions. To the Christian, this means
our calling to love God and love cur neighbor “not in word or talk but in
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18, ESV). We live out this calling through our
ministry in the church and through our mission in the world: a mission that
includes not simply evangelism to fulfill the Great Commission, but

stewardship to fulfill the Cultural Commission,

1. What is your calling? How c¢an vou fulfill the Cultural Commission in

each of the following areas:

* Family

* Business
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What Do | Do NOW? |

t

* Community

* Personal Growth

* Recreation

2. In what ways are you using the gifts God has given you in
his churc

service 1o
h? Is there any ministry that you feel called to that you

currently pursuing? What can vou do 1o begin?

are naot
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1| ANGLE What Do | Do NOW?

RAMIRG YCUR ARORL IR

Prayer Direction ... RO U P (10 Minutes)

* Thank God for what you have learned in this study.

* Ask God for grace and courage to share the biblical worldview

with others.

Putting it iate Pragtice

God has called you to advance his kingdom in all areas of life, acting as his
steward and ambassador to the world around you. The first step to fulfilling
this call is to renew your commitment to reading the Bible and developing a

deeper understanding of the biblical worldview:,

Next, develop the habit of analyzing movies, television shows, newspapers,
and even the comments of people around you, to understand their worldviews.
Then, “with gentleness and respect,” propose a better way: showing people

through your words and your life how things are meant to be.
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